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The Ray of Hope Day Center 
and Macomb County ... 

2017-18 Shelter Summary 
 

Here are some pictures of our church shelter work at New Ambassa-
dors For Christ, and an invitation sign from First United Methodist 
Church  in Mt. Clemens. 

 

This season we began a little late due to the sale of one of our 
churches; so from  November 26, 2017, through April 14, 2018, we 
sheltered and fed 626 homeless people and provided 10,559 shelter 
nights and  21,118 meals (dinner and breakfast).  This coming sea-
son we will be welcoming two new churches and will have a fuller 
year. 

 

We are also featuring our churches at the Spring for the Homeless 
on  May 17.  We will be featuring them by displaying a montage of 
the church's pictures and introducing each table where one or more 
church volunteers are seated.  Our invocation will also be led by a 
pastor of a partner church.   

No Veteran Should Ever Be 
Homeless… 
 

While we can all agree that no one should ever 
be homeless, it is particularly difficult to see a 
person who served honorably in the armed forc-
es sleeping on the streets.  

  E.K., one of our recent clients, is an honorably 
discharged veteran who found himself homeless 
after losing his job and was left with nowhere to 
turn. He ended up in the Warming Center shel-
ter where he was given information about The 
Ray of Hope and was encouraged to come and 
see us. After identifying him as a veteran during 
the intake process we put him on the phone with 
an organization with funds to assist with the 
first month rent and security deposits for quali-
fying veterans. 

  A representative came to the Ray of Hope to 
meet with E.K. and he was quickly approved for 
services. That’s when the work began in search-
ing for an affordable apartment. After hours of 
searching, we were able to connect him with 
one of the landlords that I have worked with in 
the past who was almost finished renovating a 
one-bedroom unit here in Mount Clemens.  

  E.K. is now living in his own apartment and 
has landed a good job. I stopped by his place on 
Easter Sunday to see how he was doing and it 
was a pleasure to see him relaxing after a hard 
week at work. 

 — Mark Henderson, Case Manager 

 

During a shelter night in April 
 

  On Sunday evening, the Roseville police 
dropped off a deaf couple with a child. Since we 
couldn’t let them stay, we fed them and were 
working on finding a safe place for them. The 
amount needed was $48.17. The group seated at 
the table for dinner took up a collection for 
them and we were able to transport them  to 
Motel 6 for the night and pay for their stay. It 
was such an wonderful outpouring from a group 
with very little, offering what little they had. 
We had a wonderful week. Sixteen guests came 
back for breakfast at 9:30 am and the worship 
service. All in all, we were greatly blessed by 
opening our hearts and our shelter to receive 
these guests. 

 — Ruth (Volunteer) 
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Make Your Prayer Request 
The Macomb County Warming Center is a faith-based, non-
denominational organization dedicated to caring for those who 
need a safe, warm place to stay during the winter months.  

We are like a family. We share our hopes and our prayers. 
If you have a special prayer request, we would like to know. 
Although the usual form does not appear in this issue, we are 

still asking for requests, no donation necessary. 
  “We will be glad to include your requests in our prayers at the 
Ray of Hope and board meetings, and in our quiet times of 
prayer,” said Kathy Goodrich, executive  director. 
 We partner with churches of many denominations and would 
be happy to refer readers for counseling and other ministries. If 
you are interested, please contact us with your email, street 
address or phone number. No reason for your request is needed, 
just let us know you would like a church contact and your pre-
ferred denomination. 
 

Donating through Kroger Shopping 
 

The increase in donations from Kroger shopping  is even 
greater since January and again, it is a great way to do-
nate without taking anything from your pocket.  

When shopping at Kroger's part of your purchase price is 
sent to the Warming Center.  Since so many of us shop at 
a Kroger's anyway, it is a perfect way to donate and still 
save your money.  You can sign up for the Warming 
Center on:  

Kroger.com  (go to Community, scroll down to Commu-
nity Rewards) 

Or to sign up by phone have your Kroger Card handy and 
call 1 800 576-4377. 

 

 

Two weeks earlier: 

   I learned this while at the shelter listening to this told by a 
security person and several shelter guests:   

  "We had reached our full legal/fire dept approved capacity 
in this church in March this year.  A pregnant woman came 
to the door asking if she could stay and was told we had 
reached our capacity - she was offered a bus ticket so she 
could go to another shelter.  The only shelters that would 
allow her in that late were located many miles away.  Two 
male guests heard her being told she had to leave and said 
That's OK we can probably find another place, let her have 
our place." 

  So she stayed and we do not know where the men went, 
but we suspect God led them somewhere warm.     

 — Kathy Goodrich 
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Dear Friends,  

 

As I write this, it 
is April 20 and we 
just ended our fi-
nal shelter until 
the fall.  We have 
seen over 600 
homeless guests 
and have experi-
enced both good and not so good 
weeks.  Some guests, obviously 
using drugs, are restless, rowdy or 
they are barely able to walk.  Oth-
ers are able to cope with their 
homeless condition and stay posi-
tive.  All are invited to come to the 
Ray of Hope for whatever they 
need.  Together with the help of 
other agencies and our own re-
sources, we can nearly always get 
them started on the way back to a 
happier life. 

  You will see a flyer for our 12th 
Annual Spring for the Homeless 
dinner with this newsletter.  I hope 
you can come because our main 
purpose in having this event is to 
have an end of shelter season 
evening where our church mem-
bers and other friends can get to-
gether and enjoy an evening of 
good food, prizes and entertain-
ment.  We really enjoy seeing and 
meeting the folks who send pray-
ers, support or good wishes during 
the year.  

  

 On February 28, The Holiday Inn 
Express in Chesterfield Township 
donated another large quantity of 
brand new pillows and we thank 
them again!    

 

  We ask that if any of our readers 
wish to visit a shelter church, that 
you either email me at 
Kathy@macombcountywarmingce
nter.org or contact us from our 
website through our “contact” la-

From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .    

Kathy Goodrich 
Executive Director 

 
 
 
 

bel or call Kathy at 586 329-4046, 
so we can tell the church to admit 
you.  Be sure to mention that you 
are a reader of our newsletter so 
that we know that we know you.  
We get many requests from people 
asking to volunteer in our shelters, 
but the churches, per our policy, 
may not allow anyone they do not 
know into a shelter without written 
permission from our office. This is 
for the protection of the privacy and 
often the safety of our churches, 
volunteers and often, our vulnerable 
guests 

  We appreciate so much your pray-
ers and financial support, as the 
number of guests and the resulting 
costs are higher than usual this year 
due to the Salvation Army MATTS 
shelter having been unable to open 
on time, and many of the guests 
who would have stayed there, were 
sent to us.    

 

Once again, since we get so many 
offers of in-kind donations which 
we do not distribute or cannot store, 
I would like to mention that there 
are missions in Macomb County 
that distribute clothing and food, 
and other needs.  So for a list of 
clothing ministries and other re-
sources, please see below.* 

 

God bless all of you for all you 
do.   

 

Kathy 

*The website  
www.renewalcenter.org has a good 
list of nearby services, and most 
will take donations of the items 
they dispense.   If you do not have a 
computer or smartphone, most pub-
lic libraries will allow use of their 
computers and assistance in using it 
if you need help.   There are many 
other helping agencies.  Most are 

 

  

listed online. and because we 
work with many agencies, we 
prefer not to recommend one 
above another.  

 

 
Please visit our website at 
www.warmingcenter.org.  It 
is updated periodically and 
hopefully you like it.  We 
would be very happy to hear 
of any suggestions you have 
as to what you would like to  
see on the website, how it 
could be improved, etc.   

 

Please send your comments 
(good or bad) and ideas for 
the site or the newsletter.   
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Directory of Services 

Support those who support the MCWC 
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the 
tri-county area.  For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a 
business card with your donation.  More supporters are listed on other pages of this newsletter. 

Cloverleaf Bar & 
Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot in 
Eastpointe 
 
(586) 777-5391  
Great pizza since 1946! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.warmingcenter.org 

Special thank 
you to Art 
Van Furniture 
for ongoing 
support! 

 

We thank Munro Printing . . . 

16145 E. 10 Mile Rd. 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

586–773-9579 

 . . . For printing and folding each issue of 
this newsletter 

  

Macomb County Warming Center, 
Inc., and Ray of Hope Day Center 

OUR MISSION ... 

Macomb County Warming Center 
seeks, along with our partner church-
es, to provide a safe, warm place to 

spend the night and simple, nourishing 
meals for those who would otherwise 

have no shelter.  

The Ray of Hope Day Center, an ex-
tended service of the MCWC, will, in 
collaboration with like-minded organi-
zations, provide our local homeless 
and needy individuals and families 

with referrals and resources in order to 
supply opportunities to move into se-

cure, productive lifestyles. 

 

 

OUR BOARD … 

Kevin Goodrich, President 

Keith Carlson, Secretary 

Kathy Goodrich 

Rev. Dan Heaton  

Ron Borgacz  

Jack Moy  

Rev.  Michael O'Keefe  

 Thomas Beindit 

Keith Slowinski 

Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco 
  


