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The Ray of Hope Day Center 

and Macomb County ... 

 

Thank you Bank of America for your confi-

dence in our work. We are proud to be 
Community Partners with Bank of America 

for the fifth year! 

 

Match Grant 
 

Thanks to a special friend, we have another matching grant. 
It is sponsored by an anonymous donor. Rules are that we 
must receive a total of $5,000 in order to claim the $5,000 
offered by the grant. This means that for every dollar donat-
ed with "match grant" written on the check or a note, we 
receive the same amount as your check from this Matching 
Donor. We always appreciate your donation, but if you 
could remember to make a note that your next one is for the 
match, you will be giving a double amount for the home-
less. We especially appreciate your donations now as we 
had so many folks in the shelter last year, and funds have 
been reduced as a result of the sequestration and govern-
ment cuts and a still depressed year. We had to cut our shel-
ter budget last year, cutting staff so that we had only one 
overnight safety coordinator on duty, and we really need 
two at all times. We have been praying for a more adequate 
budget this year. 

Guest Story 
 

LC is a 42 year old man who became homeless in 
January of 2013 and subsequently entered our shelter. 
After a few days, he took advantage of the housing and 
life skills assistance available at our Ray of Hope Day 
Center and came to speak with one of our case workers. 
He was not enrolled with the Department of Human Ser-
vices, he did not have a valid state ID and was unem-
ployed. 

  Action was quickly taken to help him gather the neces-
sary documents to obtain his state ID (which we provided 
the finances for) and assisted him in applying for an emer-
gency bridge card. 

  Soon after obtaining ID and with assistance in his job 
search, a staffing agency which we recommended gave 
him an assignment at a well-known coatings manufacturer 
which eventually became a direct hire, full-time position. 

  By mid-summer 2013, LC had found an apartment and 
was no longer homeless. 

  It has been has been a year and a half now and LC is still 
employed, housed and back on track to enjoy his life. 

Thank you to all who made this year’s Irishfest a great 
success!  As always, Charlie Taylor and Larry Larson kept 
many of us singing along and enjoying the great songs, 
along with the new guy this year, Jim Perkins who has 
many years of experience entertaining in the Detroit area. 

 

If you attended the many planning meetings, you were the 
stars!  You knew from our discussions what was needed 
and jumped in and went over and above to make sure eve-
rything was in place.  From Rex, with his years of experi-
ence in fundraising and his many ideas, to Linda who 
planned, purchased and made the decorations; and the work 

of Sharon and Jack who helped put them in place as well as 
purchased needed items.  Thanks to Lisa and Lois who 
jumped in where needed and the many who spread the 
word and invited folks to attend; and who brought 

food and helped out at the Irishfest. 

 

Thanks to Barb Pert-Templeton for the story in The 
Voice newspaper which described what we do for the 
homeless and attracted many to attend the event.  We 
raised proceeds of $2,046.90 which will be used to 
augment the funds needed for our shelter season this 
year.  

IrishFest Success! 

Guest Stories in Brief 

 
KG:  Mother brought him here from Trinidad at age 17 
and left him on his own at 19.  Now, at age 30, we helped 
him get updated identification and renew his green card - 
got the $500 fee waived - so he could find work.  He is 
now working as a welder at $18 an hour which means he 
is now contributing to society, paying taxes and no longer 
needs financial assistance. 

DD: Age 69.  Unable to fill out applications for senior 
living apartments.  We have assisted in applying 
for 10+ apartments plus DHS benefits.  She re-
ceived benefits and is now on all county wait lists 
for an apartment.  We expect she will be called 
soon. 

(continued on p. 2)   
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WARMING  CENTER NEWS 

Make Your Prayer Request 
The Macomb County Warming Center is a faith-based, 

non-denominational organization dedicated to caring for 

those who need a safe, warm place to stay during the 

winter months.  

We are like a family. We share our hopes and our pray-
ers. 

If you have a special prayer request, we would like to 
know. 

Although the usual form does not appear in this issue, 
we are still asking for requests, no donation necessary. 
  “We will be glad to include your requests in our prayers 
at the Ray of Hope and board meetings, and in our quiet 
times of prayer,” said Kathy Goodrich, executive  direc-
tor. 
 We partner with churches of many denominations and 
would be happy to refer readers for counseling and other 
ministries. If you are interested, please contact us with 
your email, street address or phone number. No reason 
for your request is needed, just let us know you would 
like a church contact and your preferred denomination. 
 

  

Guest Story 
 

CG is a 50 year old man that was referred to the Ray of Hope Hous-
ing and Life Skills Day center by his probation officer for assistance 
with societal re-entry after spending most of his adult life in and out 
of prison. 

  He grew up in Detroit and the only life he ever knew was a career 
in the drug world.  One week after his final release from prison 
(March 2013), he took the advice of not only his probation officer 
but that of “word on the street” that we may be able to help him put 
his life on the right track. CG walked in the door with only a prison 
wrist band and a social security card (which he obtained while in-
carcerated). 

  The first question we ask on our intake form is “What do you need 
help with?” to which he answered, “everything.”  This being a tall 
order, our case manager sat down with him and discussed his past 
and then his future. The first thing he needed was a state ID which 
we helped him pay for and obtain and also helped him apply for 
food assistance through the Department of Human Services.  How-
ever, he was granted only one month of food assistance due to the 
fact that consumers with a drug-related felony do not qualify for 
state aid. The search for employment was also immediately imple-
mented with some bittersweet successes since he is now a skilled 
welder, learning this trade while incarcerated. He soon lost a good 
job, though, due to his felony history. He told us, “they really liked 
me but had to let me go because of my criminal background”.  

  After a long and encouraging talk, we did some internet searches 
and were able to help him set up some interviews with a couple of 
potential employers being aware of his past. Within two weeks CG 
was hired in to a manufacturing company as a line welder for a very 
good wage. 

  He has now been with the company for three months and is on top 

of the world. He is saving money, and for the first time in his 
life he is now a contributing member of society and planning 
to buy a home of his own. 

  CG stopped by our office recently to say hi and check to see 
if he had any mail. When we asked how he was doing he 
said, “I am blessed” with a big smile.  

(Another joyful day! Why we do what we do.) 

Guest Stories in Brief 
(continued from p. 1) 

 

DW:  Age 42.  Always worked but lost his job when the 
economy fell in 2009.  We are working hard and so is he to 
regain employment.  We never saw anyone trying so hard!   

We are keeping his attitude positive and keep assuring him 
that he will succeed.  Helped him get a bridge card and Med-
icaid.  We are praying for him to find work. 

 

JO:  Age 38.  Severe Turret’s Syndrome – worked with Dis-
ability Network, Liberties, Legal Aid and one of our partner 
landlords – he is now stably housed with both of his dogs!  
His dogs are important as they are his “service” dogs and his 
best friends!   
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Dear Friends,  

 

  Here are Shelter and 
Operating Updates:  
Early 2014 began with a 
financially bleak out-
look.  Funds were low 
and we had to cut shel-
ter staff hours. We ac-
commodated over 100 
unexpected guests when 
Oakland Warming Center called us to say 
they regrettably had to close early in the 
season, and bussed 127 of their guests to us. 
After a few weeks, we realized we could not 
accommodate such large numbers; so we 

contacted a number of shelters, mostly in 
Pontiac and Detroit, which allow walk-in 
guests.  We learned that Detroit Rescue 
Mission was very kind and welcoming and 
so we felt confident in sending our new, 
extra guests there with a bus ticket and a 
map.   

  We were also very busy at the Ray of Hope 
working with our guests who were ready to 
begin working, did find jobs and needed the 
assistance with transportation that we prom-
ised them until their first paycheck.  So 
many of our working guests keep in touch 
and we are pleased to learn that they are still 
working even though a few still are in our 
shelter.  We have been assisting them to find 
housing as soon as they are ready.  More on 
our successful guests in another story in this 
newsletter.    

  With our prayers and those of our support-
ers, we are here at the end of this year look-
ing forward to a better season.  We have 
some increased funding, some of which is 
with thanks to Bank of America which has 
come through with a new grant for this com-
ing year.  As the economy improves, we 
know that our faithful supporters will send 
what they can, and we always appreciate 
everyone for their support.  As a non-profit, 
501(c)3 organization, our financial infor-
mation is always available to the communi-
ty.  If you have any questions, please call or 
send us a message or a letter.  If you would 
like to visit our shelter or Ray of Hope, 
please call or e-mail and we will invite you 
for a visit. 

  If you would like to help, please know that 
we still have a long way to go to meet our 
match from our anonymous donor!  When 
you send a check, just write MATCH in the 
memo area of your check or on a note with 

From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .    

Kathy Goodrich 
Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the check.  The amount of the check 
you are sending will then double!   

  Thanks to all for your support, love 
and prayers. 

  Wishing you all happiest holidays! 

 

   ...Kathy 

 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.warmingcenter.org.  It is 

updated periodically and hope-

fully you like it.  We would be 

very happy to hear of any sug-

gestions you have as to what you 

would like to see on the website, 

how it could be improved, etc.  

Please send your comments 

(good or bad) and ideas for the 

site or the newsletter. We want 

to make our website and news-

letter full of the information 

and features that you most need 

and enjoy.  Thanks for your in-

put.  

 

If you do not get our emails and 
you would like to do so, please 
send an email to  

kathy@macombcountywarming 

center.org letting us know you 
would like to be on our mailing 
list.  

 

 If you are looking for a list of 
shelters, free meals or showers, 
and many, many other services, 
please go to 
http://macombresources.info.  
This is a very comprehensive and 
frequently updated place for Ma-
comb County community re-
sources information . 

 

October Irishfest 
To See More Photos, Visit Our Website or 

Facebook Page 
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Directory of Services 

Support those who support the MCWC 
 
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the 
tri-county area.  For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a 
business card with your donation. 

Cloverleaf Bar & 
Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot in 
Eastpointe 
 
(586) 777-5391  
Great pizza since 1946! 

 Kathy Goodrich, Executive Director 

586 321-0998 

Kathy@macombcountywarmingcenter.org 

 

OUR MISSION ... 

Macomb County Warming Center 
seeks, along with our partner 
churches, to provide a safe, warm 
place to spend the night and simple, 
nourishing meals for those who would 

otherwise have no shelter.  

The Ray of Hope Day Center, an 
extended service of the MCWC, will, 
in collaboration with like-minded 
organizations, provide our local 
homeless and needy individuals and 
families with referrals and resources in 
order to supply opportunities to move 

into secure, productive lifestyles. 

OUR BOARD … 

Kevin Goodrich 

Joannie Matiyow 

Heidi Bitsoli, Dan Heaton 

Rev. Richard Beattie 

Ron Borgacz 

Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.warmingcenter.org 

Special thank 
you to Art 
Van Furniture 
for ongoing 
support! 

 

We thank Munro Printing . . . 

16145 E. 10 Mile Rd. 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

586–773-9579 

 . . . For printing and folding each issue of 
this newsletter 

  

Macomb County Warming 
Center, Inc., and Ray of Hope 

Day Center 


