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Spring for the Homeless 2014 

Thank you to all who attended and volunteered!   

(More photos on p. 3) 

Volunteer Spotlight:  Andrew Lawson 
 

Andrew Lawson is a special needs person classi-
fied as “educable mentally impaired.” Despite that 
handicap, Andrew excels at everything he does. 

  The MCWC is especially fortunate to count him 
as a shelter volunteer who takes a vacation week 
from his job at the Fraser Meijer store to volunteer 
each night during the week his church, Utica Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Sterling Heights, hosts the 
shelter.  Andrew helps in nearly every area of the 
shelter and is well known and very much liked by 
our guests. 

  In speaking with Andrew, I discovered that he 
plays softball, basketball, and also enjoys running.   
He graduated from Macomb Academy in 2001 and 
works full time at Meijer’s where he finds opportu-

nities to help churches and other charities 
carry out supplies donated by the store.  
Along with his work at the warming center, he 
volunteers during the MCREST week, again 
taking a vacation to work to help those less 
fortunate.  He is a willing worker at church, 
often the first one called upon when service is 
needed—gardening, a book sale, or serving 
and cleaning up after an event. 

  Oh, and I noted above that Andrew excels at 
everything he does: he is also an Eagle Scout. 

  Many thanks to you, Andrew, for all you do 
for the warming center guests and for the 
community.  We are proud to count you as 
one of our volunteers. 
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WARMING  CENTER NEWS 

Make Your Prayer Request 
The Macomb County Warming Center is a faith-based, 

non-denominational organization dedicated to caring for 

those who need a safe, warm place to stay during the 

winter months.  

We are like a family. We share our hopes and our pray-
ers. 

If you have a special prayer request, we would like to 
know. 

Although the usual form does not appear in this issue, 
we are still asking for requests, no donation necessary. 
  “We will be glad to include your requests in our prayers 
at the Ray of Hope and board meetings, and in our quiet 
times of prayer,” said Kathy Goodrich, executive  direc-
tor. 
 We partner with churches of many denominations and 
would be happy to refer readers for counseling and other 
ministries. If you are interested, please contact us with 
your email, street address or phone number. No reason 
for your request is needed, just let us know you would 
like a church contact and your preferred denomination. 
 

  

  

Guest Letter 

 

Dear Ray of Hope: 

 

We would like to first of all thank you for all that 
you do on a day to day basis with helping the home-
less and people in need.  This is very personal and 
important to us because we were two of the people  
that you helped during the winter of 2012-2013.  To 
be more specific, we were in the Macomb County 
Warming Center in February 2013 for about two 
weeks.  From here we moved into transitional hous-
ing in southwest Detroit. 

 

Ray of Hope was a blessing to us during our time of 
hardship and for this we will be forever grateful.  
We want to thank you all as well as the hosting 
churches during this time, because it meant so much 
to us to have a warm place and the assistance in un-
derstanding how to start over.  It has always been on 
our heart to give back to the Ray of Hope, and it 
gives us great joy to be able to give to your mission. 

 

In closing, we would like to encourage you to con-

tinue to do this important work.  We know that 
ministry is a continuous year round work and it 
takes money to operate.  Therefore, we have en-
closed a $25.00 check to assist in your endeavors 
to help the homeless from all walks of life.  Many 
people become homeless for many different rea-
sons and we were grateful that Ray of Hope was 
there to give a little sunshine in what seemed to be 
(at the time) a hopeless situation.  Truly, your or-
ganization is a ray of hope. 

 

Blessings. 
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Dear Friends,  

 

Summer is finally 
here and we are 
getting ready to 
begin offering the 
Michigan Benefits 
Access program; 

our tentative start-
ing date is July 1.  Flyers with this 
information and definite dates and 
times will be distributed later this 
month.  Please see the enclosed fly-
er for more information.  We will 
also be partnering with St. Vincent 
DePaul to assist those needing help 
with utility payments.  We will be 
sending a flyer about this soon.  
Those needing application assis-
tance will need to call for an ap-
pointment. Calls can be made to 
Ray of Hope at 586-218-7173, Mon-
day through Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

Final figures are now available for 
the past shelter season of November 
17 through April 12: 

Through our 19 churches and your 
financial help and prayers, we 
served 644 homeless guests and pro-
vided 10,579 “shelter nights” and 
served 21,158 meals.  This was ac-
complished with the work of shelter 
staff and 1,521 volunteers – at least 
that is the number of volunteers that 
actually signed in.  Some folks ar-
rive and help but are so busy from 
the time they walk in the door that 
they may forget to sign in.      

 

We also saw many of our guests 
during the day at the Ray of Hope, 
and assisted in numerous ways de-
pending on their needs. For more 
information about the need for vol-
unteers at the Ray of Hope, includ-
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Kathy Goodrich 
Executive Director 

 

http://macombresources.info.  This 
is a very comprehensive and fre-
quently updated place for Macomb 
County community resources infor-
mation . 

 

 

 

 

ing help with our new MBA 
program, please call 586-218-
7173, Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

  As always, we pray God’s 
blessings on all of you for all 
you do,   

 

   ...Kathy 

 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.warmingcenter.org.  It is 

updated periodically and hope-

fully you like it.  We would be 

very happy to hear of any sug-

gestions you have as to what you 

would like to see on the website, 

how it could be improved, etc.  

Please send your comments 

(good or bad) and ideas for the 

site or the newsletter. We want 

to make our website and news-

letter full of the information 

and features that you most need 

and enjoy.  Thanks for your in-

put.  

 

 

If you do not get our emails and 
you would like to do so, please 
send an email to  

kathy@macombcountywarming 

center.org letting us know you 
would like to be on our mailing 
list.  

 

 

* If you are looking for a list of 
shelters, free meals or showers, 
and many, many other services, 
please go to 

Spring for the Homeless 2014 
Photos (continued) 
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Directory of Services 
Support those who support the MCWC 

 
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the 
tri-county area.  For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a 
business card with your donation. 

Cloverleaf Bar & 
Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot in 
Eastpointe 
 
(586) 777-5391  
Great pizza since 1946! 

 Kathy Goodrich, Executive Director 

586 321-0998 

Kathy@macombcountywarmingcenter.org 

 

OUR MISSION ... 

Macomb County Warming Center 
seeks, along with our partner 
churches, to provide a safe, warm 
place to spend the night and simple, 
nourishing meals for those who would 

otherwise have no shelter.  

The Ray of Hope Day Center, an 
extended service of the MCWC, will, 
in collaboration with like-minded 
organizations, provide our local 
homeless and needy individuals and 
families with referrals and resources in 
order to supply opportunities to move 

into secure, productive lifestyles. 

OUR BOARD … 

Kevin Goodrich 

Joannie Matiyow 

Heidi Bitsoli, Dan Heaton 

Rev. Richard Beattie 

Ron Borgacz 

Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.warmingcenter.org 

Special thank 
you to Art 
Van Furniture 
for ongoing 
support! 

 

We thank Munro Printing . . . 

16145 E. 10 Mile Rd. 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

586–773-9579 

 . . . For printing and folding each issue of 
this newsletter 

  

Macomb County Warming 
Center, Inc., and Ray of Hope 

Day Center 


