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Early arrival guests waiting for the shelter to open at about 7 p.m. Sunday evening, February 2, at 
Utica United Methodist Church, Sterling Heights. 

 

More Working Guests 
 

This year, so far, we have 17 shelter guests who have found jobs.  These are only the working folks we know of; they 

are on our list because they are the ones who get out of work a little late or need to get there very early.  We make spe-
cial arrangements for them so that they can have an early breakfast or a late admission time.  We know that at least six 
of those who found jobs did so with the assistance of Ray of Hope casework.  We are very proud of them all! 

 

They are able to work because they stay in our shelter, use our address for their mail, including some paychecks, and 
are able to get sleep so they can stay healthy enough to work.  We provide them, and all guests, with locations of minis-
tries which provide showers and clothing.  This is a community effort of which we are so proud to play a part.  Some 
have already found housing and we no  longer see them in our shelter, but they do stop by the Ray of Hope or call us to 
keep in touch. 

 

Thanks to all of our readers who are a part of this effort to help the homeless to regain full lives! 
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WARMING  CENTER NEWS 

Make Your Prayer Request 
The Macomb County Warming Center is a faith-based, 

non-denominational organization dedicated to caring for 

those who need a safe, warm place to stay during the 

winter months.  

We are like a family. We share our hopes and our pray-
ers. 

If you have a special prayer request, we would like to 
know. 

Although the usual form does not appear in this issue, 
we are still asking for requests, no donation necessary. 
  “We will be glad to include your requests in our prayers 
at the Ray of Hope and board meetings, and in our quiet 
times of prayer,” said Kathy Goodrich, executive  direc-
tor. 
 We partner with churches of many denominations and 
would be happy to refer readers for counseling and other 
ministries. If you are interested, please contact us with 
your email, street address or phone number. No reason 
for your request is needed, just let us know you would 
like a church contact and your preferred denomination. 
 

Guest Story 
 

James S. has been in our shelter since November and 
has been looking for work.  Mark spends some evenings 
at the shelter and looks for guests who are ready to get 
back into independent living.  He met James and gave 
him a bus ticket to get to the Ray of Hope.  There Mark 
helped him create a resume noting his experience in a 
machine shop.  James sent out his resume and got a call 
from a well-known machine shop in Sterling Heights, 
set up an interview over the phone and we gave him bus 
tickets to go to the interview and return to the shelter 
later that night.  Long story short, he got the job, 40 
hours a week, good hourly pay.  We are proud of James 
and, as is our usual practice, will continue providing 
transportation until his first paycheck!  Please offer 
good wishes and prayers for James’s success. 

 

 

Volunteer Story 
 

Just wanted to share a story from our wonderful week of 
helping our guests. I am the former custodian at St. 
Blase. On one of the nights, a guest of ours needed a 
shopping cart repaired. It seems that someone had ap-
proached her somewhere during the day and damaged 
her cart. 

I was asked to try and fix the damage.  

After adding various size washers; a metal fire extin-

guisher hook,  sized to compress onto the axle; and a 

heavy duty paper clip for the cotter pin;  the cart was 
repaired beyond expectations.  It gave me a sense of 
helping above and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

Greg McGrath 

 

  

Coming Events 
The Kiwanis Club of Mt. Clemens will have their 2nd An-
nual Michigan Winter Fest, celebrating Michigan music, 
on Feb. 20 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.  $60 per person covers 
food from local restaurants, breweries and wineries and raf-
fles, etc. and Open Bar.  Tina's Country House at 50828 
North Avenue, Macomb Township.  For information contact 
Anthony at 586 630-0404 or go to 
www.mountclemenskiwanis.com  Proceeds to benefit the 
lives of children. 

 

Lac de Sainte Claire Chapter Michigan Ducks Unlimited 
31st Annual Banquet 

Thurs. March 20 at Barrister Gardens Banquet Center 

24225 Harper, St .Clair Shores. - 5:30 Cocktails; 7:00 Din-

ner.  Tickets $65 or $480 for table of 8.  Premier Filet Mi-
gnon dinner and open bar. For more info and to reserve a 
ticket:  www.ducks.org/michigan/events/29957/lac-de-ste-
clair-dinner  or for more information call  Rex  586 933-
3886 or Andrew 313 739-4989.  Proceeds go for wetlands 
conservation.  

  

Advance notice for Macomb County Warming Center 8th 
Annual Spring for the Homeless Benefit Dinner to be held 
Friday, May 2, 2014, at DeCarlo's Banquet Center in War-
ren.  More info in next newsletter and in your e-mail. 
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Dear Friends,  

 

We are still in the 
middle of the snowi-
est and coldest Janu-
ary in my memory!  
So grateful for our 
shelter churches, sup-
porters who send 
funds to provide sup-
plies and staff wages, and for our neigh-
boring partners who provide lunches, 
showers, clothing and warm daytime 
shelter.  It is such a blessing for those of 
us fortunate enough to have warm 
homes to know that we are a small part 
of making sure that no one has to sleep 
on these deadly cold streets!   

 

We are grateful to our Ray of Hope 
staff and volunteers who offer help and 
hope to our guests and to all of you, our 
wonderful supporters, who offer prayers 
and financial support so that we can 
continue services to the homeless, 
among our neighbors who are so much 
in need of whatever blessings we as a 
community can provide.   

 

Our special thanks to the MCWARM 
program at St. Margaret of Scotland 
Church in St. Clair Shores and to the 
Mt. Clemens Salvation Army.  These 
ministries offer lunch, showers, clothing 
and transportation back to the Warming 
Center in the evening. 

 

I would also like to deeply thank Ally 
Bank, Bank of America, DTE Energy, 
Hitachi Corporation, The Nazareth As-
sociation and a number of private foun-
dations and donors who so generously 
share with us so that we can pursue our 
mission.   

 

God bless all of you for all you do.   

 

   ...Kathy 

From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .    

Kathy Goodrich 
Executive Director 

 

 

 

More Stories 

 

From a volunteer at the Zion United 
Church of Christ shelter week:  “My 
favorite comment was from a gentle-
man leaving in the morning with just 
his coat and no backpack or suitcase.  
I asked if he had everything with 
him.  He replied, ‘I travel light.  I’m 
homeless, not friendless’.” 

 

*             *               *             * 

 

Also from Zion, a comment written 
in her report by the coordinator: 
“We are always surprised by the 
recipes that can be created out of 
donated foods.  I told one volunteer 
she was spinning gold out of straw.  
Bread pudding is one of the delight-
ful uses for older bread.  Wraps and 
fajitas were a welcome addition to 
our menu.  We all filled with grati-
tude as these gifts arrived.  BBQ 
beef, hot dogs, chili, and ham and 
pea soup to name a few favorites.” 

 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.warmingcenter.org.  It is 

updated periodically and hope-

fully you like it.  We would be 

very happy to hear of any sug-

gestions you have as to what you 

would like to see on the website, 

how it could be improved, etc.  

Please send your comments 

(good or bad) and ideas for the 

site or the newsletter. We want 

to make our website and news-

letter full of the information 

and features that you most need 

and enjoy.  Thanks for your in-

put.  

 

 

 

* If you do not get our emails and 
you would like to do so, please 
send an email to 
kmac0212@wowway.com letting 
us know you would like to be on 
our mailing list. * 

 

 

* If you are looking for a list of 
shelters, free meals or showers, 
and many, many other services, 
please go to 
http://macombresources.info.  
This is a very comprehensive and 
frequently updated place for Ma-
comb County community re-
sources information . 
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Directory of Services 
Support those who support the MCWC 

 
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the 
tri-county area.  For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a 
business card with your donation. 

Cloverleaf Bar & 
Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot in 
Eastpointe 
 
(586) 777-5391  
Great pizza since 1946! 

 

Macomb County 

Warming Center 

and 

Ray of Hope  

Day Center 

 

Kathy Goodrich, Executive Director 
(586) 321-0998 

Email: kmac0212@wowway.com 

OUR MISSION ... 

Macomb County Warming Center 
seeks, along with our partner church-
es, to provide a safe, warm place to 
spend the night and simple, nourish-
ing meals for those who would other-
wise have no shelter.  

The Ray of Hope Day Center, an 
extended service of the MCWC, will, 
in collaboration with like-minded 
organizations, provide our local 
homeless and needy individuals and 
families with referrals and resources 
in order to supply opportunities to 
move into secure, productive life-
styles. 

OUR BOARD … 

Kevin Goodrich 

Joannie Matiyow 

Heidi Bitsoli, Dan Heaton 

Rev. Richard Beattie 

Ron Borgacz 

Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco 

We’re on the Web! 

www.warmingcenter.org 

Special thank 
you to Art 
Van Furniture 
for ongoing 
support! 

 

We thank Munro Printing . . . 

16145 E. 10 Mile Rd. 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

586–773-9579 

 . . . For printing and folding each 
issue of this newsletter 

    


