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Macomb County DHS manager Daniel Lee Pfaff, who passed 
away Friday, is being remembered by coworkers as a tireless 
advocate for the poor, particularly the homeless. 

  Pfaff, a 38-year DHS employee, was a Family Independence 
Program manager who supervised the Pathways to Potential 
staff in Macomb County. He was 63. 

  “He worked tirelessly every day putting in long hours to 
ensure families were helped and barriers removed,” said Va-
lerie Nunn, director of Macomb County DHS. “He was contin-
uously energized with hope and compassion. He was an eter-
nal optimist who always saw the best in everyone. Dan was a 
true public servant who really understood and lived the mis-
sion, values and goals of the agency.” 

  Pfaff was known among staff members as a “guru of re-
sources,” and he excelled at helping them craft solutions for 
families facing difficult circumstances. He consistently volun-
teered for community events to promote DHS programs and 
educate the public about available resources. 

  He received the Community Spirit Award from Disability 
Network of Oakland and Macomb in 2010. In accepting the 
award, he spoke of the dilemma he faced trying to assist the 
disabled with what he saw as inadequate public resources. 

  “I often wonder if I were in their shoes and had to endure 
even a tenth of what they have to handle, if I could do what 
they do, or if I would crumble,” Pfaff said. “But they do sur-
vive, and persevere, and even help each other and us. What 
they have to go through is a travesty and a shame on our coun-
try, but their toughness, their incredible resilience is a tribute 
to the endurance of humankind.” 

  Also in 2010, Pfaff was awarded the Barbara Bauman Home-
less Advocate Award by the Macomb Homeless Coalition. In 
2002, he received a Family Independence Agency Employee 
Recognition Award. 

  He served on the Human Services Coordinating Body Inter-
agency Communication Workgroup, the Metropolitan Detroit 
Refugee Task Force, the Macomb Regional Interagency Coor-
dinating Committee and the United Way Housing Workgroup. 

He chaired the Accessing Mainstream Resources Subcommittee 
for the Macomb Homeless Coalition and served as co-coordinator 
of The Warming Center for the homeless at St. Edmund/St. Fausti-
na Church for the past nine years. 

  He is survived by his wife, Karen Kierpaul, and five children. 
Memorial donations can be made to the Macomb County Warm-
ing Center or The Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity. 

 

 

[Ed. Note: This obituary appeared on the Department of Human 
Services Statewide website on 8-7-14.] 
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WARMING  CENTER NEWS 

Kathy Goodrich 
Executive Director 

  

From “Warming Center Report” by Dan Pfaff,  

Published in St. Faustina Church Bulletin, 3-2-14 
 

Thank you for your overwhelming support for the Warming Center 
for the Homeless that St. Faustina Church hosted here at the McGol-
drick Center from Sunday 2/9 through Sunday 2/16/14! Your gener-
ous donations totaled $3,411.94!  The funds were used for plastic to 
cover the floors, paper products and supplies, food items, carpet 
cleaning, and $5 gift cards to McDonald’s to each guest as they left 
on the last day. $1,270.40 was donated to the Warming Center to 
reimburse them for the bus tickets we passed out on the last day, to 
cover the cost of laundry for the blankets and pillows, and to sup-
port their ongoing work for the homeless. During our week, we 
provided 1,078 meals and 539 shelter nights. There were 136 indi-
vidual guests; the average was 76 per night (our highest night was 

84)—down slightly from last year. So thank you to our cooks who 
brought delicious soups, chili, meats & desserts, and to those of you 
who took tags and purchased food items and supplies. Thank you to 
the staff of St. Faustina who helped us set up and clean up, and to 
Father Bogdan for daily visits with encouragement for volunteers 
and for his moving speech to our guests, and to the Crime Commis-
sion for their efficient operation of the security clearances. Thank 
you to our community partners Meijer Foods (generous gift card), 
Entenmann’s, Oakridge Market (bottled water), and Bob the Bread 
Man. And especially, thank you volunteers!! We had 82 volunteers 
during our week. You did a magnificent job!! Your many hours of 
dedication and hard work, with flexibility and skill, made it possible 
to provide a week of shelter and meals and hospitality for our 
guests. You are an inspiration to each of us, to our guests, and to the 
whole community. Inadequate though it might be, we extend our 
deepest heartfelt thank you to one and all. 

  The Warming Center operates from late November through early 
April, one week at each Church. It is the last refuge for many of the 
homeless who are considered the hardest to serve; the only condi-

tion for admission is good behavior while they are with us. The 
recent count of the homeless in January found that there are 988 
homeless in Macomb, including families living in motels. As of 
2/16/14, 535 unique individuals, young and old, new folk and regu-
lars, have used the Warming Center shelter so far this winter season. 
They all have very different stories, many involving disabilities 
(both physical and mental) and substance abuse (past and ongoing). 
Serving these folks is a challenge not only logistically, but also 
emotionally, because many are defensive, and interact with us with 
only superficial pleasantries or a forced sort of humor. So it was 
quite a notable event when they said thank you, again and again, 
with amazement, for the $5 McDonald’s coupons we gave out on 
the last day. It was even more remarkable that several guests ob-
tained and signed a thank you card, and insisted that it be presented 
to our volunteers. This had never happened in our previous 8 
years—it was the first card we have ever received. Kindness is 

the language which the deaf can hear and the 

blind can see (Mark Twain). We glean some meaning 
from a familiar gospel passage, Luke 4:18, when Jesus enters the 
synagogue, and reads a passage from Isaiah 61: The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 

to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me 

to proclaim liberty to captives, and recovery of 

sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free. 

Luke altered the quoted passage from Isaiah by omitting “to 
heal the brokenhearted” and added instead (from Isaiah 58) 
“to let the oppressed go free.” The homeless, of course, are 
not physical captives. But their oppression is real, and the 
comparison is painfully close, not only because of their phys-
ical hardship, which is severe, but more so because of the 
social isolation and rejection they live with. What is equally 
true is that we too are set free. We the volunteers, we the 
helping community—we are set free from our routines and 
the confines of our daily lives when we are confronted by 
urgent demands and thrust into situations where we are off 
balance, yet challenged to respond. We grow, we give, we 
see. So Jesus says: Today this scripture passage 

is fulfilled in your hearing. 

  So thank you for giving a warm place of refuge to the 
homeless to keep them safe for a week, and thank you for 
giving them food that has kept them fed for a week, and 
thank you for so generously sharing your friendship to ease 
the sting of rejection. By doing these things we, all of us, 
guests and community together, share a miraculous kindness 
that sets us free. 

 

The Christian Service Commission 

Dear Friends,  

 

Our hearts are heavy this month; on August 1, 

we lost one of our best friends, a gentle man 

 who was devoted to those in need and spent 

 his days and often nights working to bring a 

 helping hand-up to so many.  Dan Pfaff  

worked for the Department of Human  

Services and, until recently, he was a manager at the Warren 
branch.  Dan worked so very hard for the folks who came to 
the DHS hoping for some assistance, and he always made sure 
all were served with care and dignity.  He was a church coordi-
nator for the Warming Center when St. Edmund Church (now 
St. Faustina) hosted a shelter week each year.  Dan would set 
up a table and serve the guests with advice, and assistance in 
filing for whatever needs they had.  He did this every night of 
the week for the 9 years that we and our homeless guests were 
blessed to have his services. 
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  We are now entering September and our 
shelter season begins on November 9 this 
year; so we are very busy making prepara-

tions.   Last year we served many more 
guests than usual, and we did run short of 
funds.  We had to cut Assistance and Safety 
staff.  These are the very necessary people 
who make sure guests, volunteers and 
church property are safe and well cared for.  
We cannot run without them.  Although we 
receive much appreciated and necessary 
support from generous friends, we are look-
ing for additional funds this year so as to 
insure that we can operate with a full staff 
for the benefit of all, including the commu-
nities we serve.  We will be sending our 
pleas through the media and e-mails.  

  We do hope you can make it to our Irish-
fest on October 26 at St. Margaret of Scot-
land Church.  Please see the flyer insert in 
this newsletter for more details.  This is a 
free event with food and entertainment (but 
we will have some decorative donation can-
isters around the gym!)           
  As always, we pray God’s blessings on all 
of you for all you do,   

 

   ...Kathy 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.warmingcenter.org.  It is updated 

periodically and hopefully you like it.  

We would be very happy to hear of 

any suggestions you have as to what 

you would like to see on the website, 

how it could be improved, etc.  Please 

send your comments (good or bad) and 

ideas for the site or the newsletter. 

We want to make our website and 

newsletter full of the information and 

features that you most need and en-

joy.  Thanks for your input.  

 

 

If you do not get our emails and you 
would like to do so, please send an 
email to  

kathy@macombcountywarming 

center.org letting us know you would 
like to be on our mailing list.  

 

 

 

Make Your Prayer Request 
 
The Macomb County Warming Cen-
ter is a faith-based, non-
denominational organization dedi-
cated to caring for those who need a 
safe, warm place to stay during the 
winter months. We are like a family. 
We share our hopes and our prayers. 
If you have a special prayer request, 
we would like to know. 
Although the usual form does not 
appear in this issue, we are still ask-
ing for requests, no donation neces-
sary. 
  “We will be glad to include your 
requests in our prayers at the Ray of 
Hope and board meetings, and in our 
quiet times of prayer,” said Kathy 
Goodrich, executive  director. 
 We partner with churches of many 
denominations and would be happy 
to refer readers for counseling and 
other ministries. If you are interest-
ed, please contact us with your 
email, street address or phone num-
ber. No reason for your request is 
needed, just let us know you would 
like a church contact and your pre-
ferred denomination. 
 

* If you are looking for a list of 
shelters, free meals or showers, 
and many, many other services, 
please go to 
http://macombresources.info.  
This is a very comprehensive and 
frequently updated place for Ma-
comb County community re-
sources information . 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

New Match Grant 

Thanks to a special friend, we 
have another matching grant. It is 
sponsored by an anonymous do-
nor. Rules are that we must re-
ceive a total of $5,000 in order to 
claim the $5,000 offered by the 
grant. This means that for every 
dollar donated with "match grant" 
written on the check or a note, we 
receive the same amount as your 
check from this Matching Donor. 
We always appreciate your dona-
tion, but if you could remember to 
make a note that your next one is 
for the match, you will be giving 
a double amount for the home-
less. We especially appreciate 
your donations now as we had so 
many folks in the shelter last year, 
and funds have been reduced as a 
result of the sequestration and 
government cuts and a still de-
pressed year. We had to cut our 
shelter budget last year, cutting 
staff so that we had only one 
overnight safety coordinator on 
duty, and we really need two at 
all times. We have been praying 
for a more adequate budget this 
year. 
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Directory of Services 

Support those who support the MCWC 
 
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the 
tri-county area.  For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a 
business card with your donation. 

Cloverleaf Bar & 
Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot in 
Eastpointe 
 
(586) 777-5391  
Great pizza since 1946! 

 Kathy Goodrich, Executive Director 

586 321-0998 

Kathy@macombcountywarmingcenter.org 

 

OUR MISSION ... 

Macomb County Warming Center 
seeks, along with our partner 
churches, to provide a safe, warm 
place to spend the night and simple, 
nourishing meals for those who would 

otherwise have no shelter.  

The Ray of Hope Day Center, an 
extended service of the MCWC, will, 
in collaboration with like-minded 
organizations, provide our local 
homeless and needy individuals and 
families with referrals and resources in 
order to supply opportunities to move 

into secure, productive lifestyles. 

OUR BOARD … 

Kevin Goodrich 

Joannie Matiyow 

Heidi Bitsoli, Dan Heaton 

Rev. Richard Beattie 

Ron Borgacz 

Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.warmingcenter.org 

Special thank 
you to Art 
Van Furniture 
for ongoing 
support! 

 

We thank Munro Printing . . . 

16145 E. 10 Mile Rd. 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

586–773-9579 

 . . . For printing and folding each issue of 
this newsletter 

  

Macomb County Warming 
Center, Inc., and Ray of Hope 

Day Center 


