
V OLUME  8 ,  ISSUE 2 

JUN-JULY  2015 Warming Center NewsWarming Center NewsWarming Center News   

The Ray of Hope Day Center 

and Macomb County ... 

 

Match Grant 
Thanks to a special friend, we have another matching grant. 
It is sponsored by an anonymous donor. Rules are that we 
must receive a total of $5,000 in order to claim the $5,000 
offered by the grant. This means that for every dollar donat-
ed with "match grant" written on the check or a note, we 
receive the same amount as your check from this Matching 
Donor. We always appreciate your donation, but if you 
could remember to make a note that your next one is for the 
match, you will be giving a double amount for the home-
less. We especially appreciate your donations now as we 
had so many folks in the shelter last year, and funds have 
been reduced as a result of the sequestration and govern-
ment cuts and a still depressed year. We had to cut our shel-
ter budget last year, cutting staff so that we had only one 
overnight safety coordinator on duty, and we really need 
two at all times. We have been praying for a more adequate 
budget this year. 

Bonus Challenge Four 

June 9th - June 16th 
Starts at 2:00pm ET 
Ends at 11:59:59am ET 

The charity that gets the greatest number of donations from unique donors this 
week wins $4000 and the next five runners up each win a $1000 Art Van Furni-
ture gift card.  

 

Bonus Challenge Five 

June 16th - June 22nd 
Starts at 2:00pm ET 
Ends at 1:59:59pm ET (when the Challenge ends) 

Every charity that raises at least $100 this week will get entered for a chance to 
win $1000 and every charity that raises at least $400 this week will get entered 
for a chance to win $4000.  

 

To our friends and supporters: 

The above is the message from Art Van Furniture showing their promised awards 
for the weeks of June 9 through June 22.   Not much time left but if you plan to 
send a donation this week, it would be great if you could send it to the online 
Crowdrise/Art Van website.  All donations will be sent in full to us and it will 
give us a chance to win further awards as shown.  A link to take you to the web-
site is below.  As always, we thank you so much for your support of the Warm-
ing Center and Ray of Hope.      

 

Art Van Charity Challenge 2015 

Thank you to Erin Lalka Whitkopf for bringing this to our attention. 
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WARMING  CENTER NEWS 

Make Your Prayer Request 
The Macomb County Warming Center is a faith-based, 

non-denominational organization dedicated to caring for 

those who need a safe, warm place to stay during the 

winter months.  

We are like a family. We share our hopes and our pray-
ers. 

If you have a special prayer request, we would like to 
know. 

Although the usual form does not appear in this issue, 
we are still asking for requests, no donation necessary. 
  “We will be glad to include your requests in our prayers 
at the Ray of Hope and board meetings, and in our quiet 
times of prayer,” said Kathy Goodrich, executive  direc-
tor. 
 We partner with churches of many denominations and 
would be happy to refer readers for counseling and other 
ministries. If you are interested, please contact us with 
your email, street address or phone number. No reason 
for your request is needed, just let us know you would 
like a church contact and your preferred denomination. 
 

  

Guest Letter 
 

Mark has been our guardian angel.  On Decem-
ber 28, 2012, a bailiff showed up at our door to 
evict us, unbeknownst to us, the landlord lost the 
house in a sheriff sale, and we were being evict-
ed.  Mark called the landlord where we were 
moving to January 1, had them let us move in, 
Mark brought the check to me for the security 
deposit/rent and we moved in that day..  Two 
weeks after we moved in, my husband  had a 
massive heart attack, two stents, diabetic coma, 
pneumonia, etc..  Mike was unable to work and 
Mark saved us again by paying our housing 
cost.   

 
Since then we have had to move again and Mark 
once again saved us.   

 
He had Two Men and a Truck move all out stuff 
into storage.  We are now living at my brother’s 
house temporarily.  Mark has not only given us 
shelter, warmth, food, gas money to get to doc-
tors’ appointments. Myself, my husband and our 
son truly think of Mark and the Ray of Hope as 
family.  He has even given us blankets when our 
furnace went out.   

 
Food when we were hungry, bus tickets to get to 
the doctor’s appointments. I cannot say enough 
good things about Mark and the Ray of Hope.  
Mark has even been there just to let me vent and 
cry it out! We love you!! 

 

 

 

Thank You 

 

For attending  and volunteering for our Spring for 
the Homeless benefit this year. I hope you enjoyed 
the dinner, entertainment and prizes. We tried 
very hard to make everything as enjoyable as pos-
sible since it is very important to us that everyone 
has a wonderful time. We are also interested in 
hearing your suggestions and what you liked and 
what you think could be improved next year. 

 

We hope to have photos in our next newsletter. 

 

Again, many thanks, and God bless you for help-
ing our homeless guests! 

 

Kathy Goodrich 
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Dear Friends,  

This year our shelter 
season was six months 
long, from November 9, 
2014, through  

April 25, 2015.  During 
this time we sheltered 
682 homeless guests 
and provided 11,785 
shelter nights and 
23,570 meals.  This was 
our busiest year ever!   

 

We had our usual Wrap-Up meeting in May 
at Renaissance Unity Church where shelter 
coordinators and volunteers from participat-
ing churches gathered to share a potluck 
meal and discuss what worked, what needs 
improvement and how to proceed next sea-
son.   

 

This summer my goal is to meet with com-
munity groups with which we partner every 
year and discuss our mutual needs so that 
we can help each other in more ways each 
year.    

We are honored to work with police, hospi-
tals, the United Way and many metro area 
human services agencies to find ways to 
assure that our goal of no one sleeping on 
the streets might be realized.   

 

I would like to again thank all those who 
help us to continue our mission of assisting 
the homeless:   whether you volunteered, 
sent a donation check or donated on our 
website/paypal account, participated in the 
Art Van Challenge or delivered supplies; 

you were a partner who gave of yourself 
and/or your treasure to help those who have 
no home. 

 

As I mention supplies, for those who might 
wish to donate supplies, I ask you to please 
call or e-mail us first.  We usually do need 
paper towels and other paper products, of-
fice supplies such as copy paper and ink 
cartridges (call for cartridge information) 
and pens and black markers.   

 

We sometimes need clothing or blankets.  
When we are not in need of these items we 
will tell you and will advise that you take 
them to St. Vincent de Paul or Salvation 

From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .From the Director . . .    

Kathy Goodrich 
Executive Director 

 

put.  

 

If you do not get our emails and you 
would like to do so, please send an email 
to  

kathy@macombcountywarming 

center.org letting us know you would like 
to be on our mailing list.  

 

 If you are looking for a list of shelters, 
free meals or showers, and many, many 
other services, please go to 
http://macombresources.info.  This is a 
very comprehensive and frequently up-
dated place for Macomb County commu-
nity resources information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Army stores.  Or to take packaged 
food to The Lighthouse Outreach on 
12 Mile and Gratiot in Roseville.  
Please, if you would like to donate 
such items, take them directly to 
those stores.  This will save us time to 
work with the homeless which is our 
main calling.  By the way, the SVDP 
and SA use the proceeds from the 
very low prices they charge, to con-
tinue their extremely important pro-
grams.  Many of their programs help 
our mutual guests.  Also, their very 
low prices help low income shoppers 
to purchase “like new” items for very 
affordable prices.  

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter  

and for all the good things you do for 
us, and for each other.  

 

   ...Kathy 

 

 

We moved in March.  Our new 
Ray of Hope Day Center ad-
dress is: 

2 Crocker Blvd., Ste. 201 

Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office: (586) 329-4046  

Fax:  (586) 329-4202 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.warmingcenter.org.  It is 

updated periodically and hope-

fully you like it.  We would be 

very happy to hear of any sug-

gestions you have as to what you 

would like to see on the website, 

how it could be improved, etc.  

Please send your comments 

(good or bad) and ideas for the 

site or the newsletter. We want 

to make our website and news-

letter full of the information 

and features that you most need 

and enjoy.  Thanks for your in-
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Directory of Services 

Support those who support the MCWC 
 
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the 
tri-county area.  For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a 
business card with your donation. 

Cloverleaf Bar & 
Restaurant 
24443 Gratiot in 
Eastpointe 
 
(586) 777-5391  
Great pizza since 1946! 

 Kathy Goodrich, Executive Director 

586 321-0998 

Kathy@macombcountywarmingcenter.org 

OUR MISSION ... 

Macomb County Warming Center 
seeks, along with our partner 
churches, to provide a safe, warm 
place to spend the night and simple, 
nourishing meals for those who would 

otherwise have no shelter.  

The Ray of Hope Day Center, an 
extended service of the MCWC, will, 
in collaboration with like-minded 
organizations, provide our local 
homeless and needy individuals and 
families with referrals and resources in 
order to supply opportunities to move 

into secure, productive lifestyles. 

OUR BOARD … 

Kevin Goodrich, President 

Rev. Richard Beattie, Vice President 

Keith Carlson, Secretary 

Kathy Goodrich, Treasurer 

Rev. Dan Heaton  
Ron Borgacz  

Jack Moy  
Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco - Ex Officio  

Nancy Panther - Ex Officio  

We’re on the Web! 

www.warmingcenter.org 

Special thank 
you to Art 
Van Furniture 
for ongoing 
support! 

 

We thank Munro Printing . . . 

16145 E. 10 Mile Rd. 

Eastpointe, MI 48021 

586–773-9579 

 . . . For printing and folding each issue of 
this newsletter 

  

Macomb County Warming 
Center, Inc., and Ray of Hope 

Day Center 


